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Chill is an international non-profit foundation dedicated to improving the self-esteem, confidence and resilience of at-risk and inner-city youth by teaching through board sports: snowboarding, skateboarding and surfing.  By learning a board sport successfully through Chill, kids accomplish goals they never thought were attainable. They also learn some of the most important lessons in life − patience, persistence, responsibility, courage, integrity and pride -  all through positive adult role models who treat the kids with respect and encouragement.  Every year, Chill takes over 100 kids from each city to the slopes, beaches and skate parks and provides them with everything they need to learn to ride: lift tickets, lessons, transportation, and head-to-toe gear.  

Our History

Chill was founded by Burton Snowboards in 1995 in Burlington, Vermont to bring snowboarding to kids who otherwise wouldn’t have the opportunity.  The program had such an immediate and profound impact that the program was brought to new cities each year to spread Chill to as many kids as possible.  Chill currently operates snow programs in over 14 cities in the U.S., Canada, and Australia that will reach well over 2000 kids in 2007-2008 alone.  Chill is currently expanding skate and surf programs to Los Angeles, North Carolina, Florida, New Hampshire and Chicago.   
Who We Serve

Chill serves youth who are challenged by a multitude of issues: youth in group homes and foster care; with addictions; from the juvenile justice system; from alternative schools and community centers; those struggling with drugs, violence, excessive anger or depression. Many of the kids have never left their cities, even their neighborhoods, and most have never been to the mountains.  Chill gives all of these kids the chance to shed their labels of addict, delinquent, troublemaker or underachiever, and, through boardsports find their own success in life.
What Our Partner Agencies Say

Chill works with about 20 agencies serving at-risk and underprivileged youth in each city.  These agencies report that Chill helps their kids achieve more in school, reach out to others, improve their attitudes and interest in life, stick to drug and alcohol treatment programs, overcome severe depression and achieve goals where they have struggled before.  One social worker says, “Chill is a great example of something that is working and that does help in our community. It combines therapy with real life experiences that put what they are learning into practice.” An agency chaperone said, “It is exciting and extremely rewarding to be able to see changes in [the kids]. We really can recognize the benefits of this program.”

What the Kids Say

Many kids that have participated in Chill say they now feel they can do anything. Eduardo from the Los Angeles Chill program says, “These six weeks were the best! I learned how to do things I thought were not possible.” And Stephania from Toronto said, “[Chill] has made me more confident and helped me to be a better person, in the sense that I can do anything I put my mind to.”
Who Funds Us

About half of funding and all equipment comes from Chill’s founder, Burton Snowboards. Corporations, foundations and individuals generously donate the rest. With administrative costs making up just 13% of the overall budget, donors know their funds go directly towards changing the lives of underprivileged kids through the vehicles of snowboarding, skateboarding and surfing. 
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